
How to Get The Most Out Of The Holy Week Service. 
 

1. Free yourself from all unnecessary activities. 
a. Take time off if you can. 
b. Avoid socialization as much as possible. 
c. Do your routine paper work, cleaning, Easter shopping, etc., in advance. 

 
 
2. Prepare. 

a. Get a copy of the Holy Week service book if possible. There is a small 
inexpensive one that would do. 

b. Get the schedule of the Church service and arrange for your rides. 
c. Have your Bible and maybe a commentary or other related books on the 

Holy Week events. 
d. Try -if not too late- to learn few songs, at least the ones that are repeated 

throughout the service. 
 
 
 
3. Have The Basic Knowledge. 

a. What is it all about? 
i. The last week of our Lord's service, His covenant, crucifixion, 

burial and resurrection. So the Gospels are the main course. 
ii. He spent the mornings in the Temple teaching. His nights were 

spent with His disciples in the nearby Mount of Olives. 
iii. You will find the narrative in the main Gospels handout with 

their approximate timing. 
iv. The fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies, sacrifices and 

covenants: Passover, The Day of Atonement, the animal 
sacrifices, the offering of Issac, etc. The covenants with: Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses and David. 

v. The degree of corruption in Jerusalem leaders surpassed that of 
their predecessors in the prophets’ times. 

vi. The Day of the lord. 
b. How the service is structured? 

i. Starting Saturday night with evening vespers as preparation for 
the glorious entrance to Jerusalem. 

ii. Palm Sunday Liturgy. 
iii. Starting Sunday, every day will be divided following the Jewish 

system into 12 hours of the daytime and 12 hours of nighttime. 
Passover service is arranged to follow 1st, 3rd, 6th, 9th and 11th 
hours pattern of each part of the day. Following Jesus' parable on 
the workers, Mathew 20: 1-16. 

iv. Each hour starts with: 
Our Father 
The Prophecy(s) 
Doxology (Praising) of the Pascha 
The Psalm and the Gospel 
The exposition, an elaboration on the gospel. 



The conclusion of the hour 
v. The Service is held in the church main hall (outer Chorus) to 

point out that Jesus was taken outside Jerusalem to be crucified  
(Hebrew 13: 12-13). 

vi. The altar veil is kept closed all the time (except on Thursday) 
until it is opened again on the 12th hour of Friday indicating the 
reconciliation with the Father. 

vii. The church is clothed in black till the 12th hour on Friday. 
viii. The lamenting melodies dominate the week. On the Saturday 

before resurrection the melodies are mixed with joyful tunes. 
ix. On Saturday before resurrection, the church spends the night 

next to Christ’s Tomb; she descends with Him down to Hades 
(the prison for the spirits) (1Peter 3: 19) to listen to all those who 
were waiting for His deliverance. Ascending with Him to 
paradise and beyond, looking with a prophetic heart through the 
book of Revelation 
 
Note: Some hours, especially on Great Friday, will have extra 
components, like a homily or a special song. 

 
 
4. Get involved: 

THE MAIN  THING  IS  THE  BIBLE  PASSAGES 
 

a. Prepare your mind by going over the main theme of the day before you 
leave home. 

b. Use the lengthy melody of the psalm as a suitable background for studying 
the main massages in the prophets, the psalm and the gospel. 
Try to find the link if possible. Write down what you find, or write a 
question! 

c. Think of the hours, each as a station where you stop to listen to our 
Lord and watch Him do things. Get your imagination and emotions   
involved. 

d. Apocalypse Night is a must for those who want have a very unique 
church experience. 

e. It is quite normal to have a time when you find great resistance to 
continue with the above program (usually about Tuesday or Wednesday). It 
will go away definitely by Thursday. 

 
 

 
 
 

    This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
                                        John 1:29 

    Who by weakness showed forth what is greater than power. 
From the 6th hour on Friday 

 


